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idealism would assert, mere notions in th
present. But what renders such instir^cive
opinions true, if they are true, is ?*i
affirmed being as it is affirmed to be.
not a question of similarity or derivation
between a passive datum and a hidden
object; it is a question of identity between
the fact asserted and the fact existing. If
an opinion could not freely leap to its object,
no matter how distant or hypothetical, and
assert something of that chosen object, an
opinion could not be so much as wrong;
for it would not be an opinion about
anything.

Psychologists, however, are not concerned
with what an opinion asserts logically, but
only with what it is existentially; they are
asking what existential relations surround
an idea when it is called true which are absent
when it is called false. Their problem is
frankly insoluble; for it requires us to dis-
cover what makes up the indicative force
of an idea which by hypothesis is a passive
datum; as if a grammarian should inquire
how a noun in the accusative case could be
a verb in the indicative mood.

It   was   not   idly   that   William